
EARTH SCIENCE 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Annual Report 
2016/17 



Earth Science Western Australia Inc. 
ABN 42 929 288 903 

Earth Science Western Australia Annual Report 
First published October 2017 

© 2017 Earth Science Western Australia Inc. (unless indicated otherwise) 

Use of this Annual Report 

You are free to copy, communicate and adapt this annual report provided that on any copy, 
communication or adaptation you attribute Earth Science Western Australia Inc. using the 
following statement: 

Copied from Earth Science Western Australia Annual Report 2016/17 or 
Adapted from Earth Science Western Australia Annual Report 2016/17 

In this Annual Report, ‘Earth Science Western Australia’ and ‘ESWA’ each mean 
Earth Science Western Australia Inc. 



CONTENTS 

About ESWA 1 

Our Story 2 

From the Chair 3 

From the CEO 5 

Executive, Board, Patron and Staff 6 

Supporters 8 

A Tribute to Julia Ferguson 9 

Operations 10 

Woodside Australian Science Project 13 

Primary Australian Literacy Mathematics and Science Program 15 

Kalgoorlie Outreach (MRIWA Program) 17 

From the Treasurer 18 

Financial Report 19 



 
 

 

EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA                                                                                     Annual Report 2016/17 

 

ABOUT ESWA
Earth Science Western Australia (ESWA) is a not-for-
profit organisation incorporated in Western Australia. 

Australia’s leading resource for earth science education 

Purpose: To improve the quality of earth sciences and STEM education for our students, 
teachers and the wider community. 

Our objectives 

• To create, produce and deliver innovative, valuable earth sciences education 

materials and experiences. 

• To further the recognition of earth sciences as an integral part of STEM. 

• To improve the quality of the talent pipeline for industry. 

• To increase awareness of the wide range of career opportunities that earth sciences 

provide. 

• To emphasise the importance of earth sciences in understanding contemporary 

issues. 

We are achieving our objectives by: 

• Strongly supporting the teaching of Earth and Environmental Science in our primary 

and secondary schools.  

• Developing teaching and learning resources. 

•  Providing professional development for teachers. 

•  Presenting hands-on incursions for students. 

• Assisting with field experiences for students through funding, expertise and field 

guides. 

• Assisting to plan and run earth and environmental science related events. 

• Connecting volunteer professionals with schools, as guest speakers. 
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OUR STORY
•Leading the Way
• Release of Year 11 and 12 Earth and Environmental Science textbooks for the WA and Australian Curriculum

•Awarded and Recognised
• Premier's Science Awards 2015 Winner: Chevron Science Engagement Initiative

•Founding
• Jim Ross and John de Laeter lead a steering group in response to declining geoscience education in WA
• ESWA formalised through HOA between Curtin, UWA, CSIRO and WA Museum, with support of GSWA

•Fundraising
• Fundraising commences across institiutions, professional organisations and minerals and petroleum industries

•Formal Establisment
• Board and Executive of ESWA formally established and inaugural Executive Officer recruited

•Earth and Environmental Science
• Promotion of Earth and Environmental Science to senior science staff in a wide range of  secondary schools.
• Engagement with the State Curriculum Council to prepare resources for introduction of EES

•Second Employee
• Second education officer employed to commence strengthening of Earth Science teaching in lower secondary and upper primary

schools, funded by BHP Billiton.

•Resources
• ESWA lobbies successfully for EES as fourth science subject in Australian Curriculum

•Textbook
• The first textbook for the WA Earth and Environmental Science course is released and supported with professional development for

teachers

•Field Guide
• 'A Field Guide to Perth and Surrounds' is released and supported with teacher PD

•Promotion
• A quarterly newsletter is issued to all interested parties & guest speakers are provided to schools

•Extension of Activities
• Official Incorporation of Earth Science Western Australia Inc (29/5/13)
• Extension of resources available, including those for the new Woodside Australian Science Project (WASP)

•National engagement
• Resources made available for Australian Curriculum Earth Science, Years 7-10 under WASP
• Release of 'A Geological Field Guide to the Capes Region of Southwest WA'

•Younger year programs developed
• Inception of the Primary Australian Literacy Mathematics and Science (PALMS) Program for Kindergarten to Year 5 (ESWA and

ConocoPhillips Australia)
• Extension of resources available under WASP (Years 4-12)
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FROM THE 
CHAIR
Over the 14 years since ESWA was 
founded, it has continued to grow and 
thrive. Today, it delivers a wide range of 
products and services to the education 
community. Reflecting this growth, ESWA 
resolved during the year to update its 
purpose statement: "to improve the quality 
of earth sciences and STEM education for 
our students, teachers and the wider 
community...". ESWA's objectives include (i) 
creating, producing and delivering 
innovative, valuable earth sciences 
education materials and experiences, (ii) 
furthering the recognition of earth sciences 
as an integral part of STEM, (iii) improving 
the quality of the talent pipeline for industry, 
(iv) increasing awareness of the wide range
of career opportunities that earth sciences
provide, and (v) emphasising the
importance of earth sciences in
understanding contemporary issues. We
very much rely on the support of our donors
and sponsors to do this, as a not-for-profit,
incorporated entity.

During the Financial Year 2016-17, ESWA 
visited 411 schools, and engaged with 1766 
teachers and 4732 students. Our website 
was visited by 6155 users from multiple 
countries.  

We supported 18 field trips and sold 667 
copies in total of our Earth and 
Environmental Science Yrs 11 and 12 
textbooks, including an increasing number 
interstate.  

Our field guides to Perth and the Southwest 
sold well, and electronic products such as 
our apps (10,538 downloads to date) and 
animations (368,058 viewings in FY17) 
were enthusiastically received. 

Critical to the performance of ESWA has 
been the support of our loyal donors and 
sponsors. I would like to make special 
mention of our major program donors;  
Woodside (supporters of WASP - the 
Woodside Australian Science Project  
mainly targeting Year 4-10), ConocoPhillips 
(supporters of PALMS - the Primary 
Australian Literacy, Mathematics and 
Science program targeting K to Year 5) and 
MRIWA (supporting our remote and rural 
programs at Kalgoorlie). ESWA ran a deficit 
budget again in FY2017, so are constantly 
seeking additional sponsors to strengthen 
our finances, and then extend our reach, 
product line and service levels. 

The work of ESWA is delivered by our 
talented staff, Jo Watkins (CEO) and Julia 
Ferguson, and I would like to thank them 
personally and on behalf of the board for 
their outstanding efforts during the year. 
Jo's work was recognised recently when 
Women in Mining WA (WIMWA) gave her 
the state award for 'outstanding contribution 
to gender diversity in the resources sector'.  
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Julia, after more than 10 years of promoting 
and supporting earth science education with 
ESWA, recently announced her retirement. 
We will miss her greatly and wish her all the 
very best for the future. She has done a 
fantastic job inspiring a generation of young 
science students and developing and 
delivering the WASP and PALMS products. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the board who 
have helped advise and guide ESWA 
through another exciting year of growth and 
innovation, and acknowledge members who 
departed during the year due to other 
commitments or role changes, and welcome 
our new and returning members. 

 
ESWA represents a best-practice example 
of how to support STEM education in 
Australia and is recognised as providing 
core skills and content for the delivery of 
quality earth sciences education in WA 
schools. We are delighted with the progress 
achieved this year, and look forward to 
FY18 with great enthusiasm. 

Professor Peter Moore 
Chair 

Earth Science Western Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butler College students enjoying learning in the field (John Forrest National Park Railway Cutting) 
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FROM THE 
CEO 
One of the great joys of this job is walking 
into a classroom full of students that feel 
real apathy towards earth sciences and 
leaving it abuzz with excitement. This is 
something that the staff of ESWA get to 
experience frequently, just one of the many 
fruits of all of the labour that goes into 
making us great.  

I often wish that our many supporters and 
volunteers could experience this too. As it 
is, they usually don’t which, to me, makes 
their continued support even more special. 

Another, more recent, joy is setting up a 
booth at a teachers’ conference and 
enjoying the influx of teachers exclaiming, ‘I 
use your resources and love them’, or those 
bringing their colleagues along to meet us, 
‘You need to use these resources, they are 
great!’. From our initial reception at these 
conferences many years ago, ‘We don’t 
teach earth science’, ‘Earth science is 
boring’, ‘There is nothing good out there for 
earth science’, to now, the difference is 
tangible.  

This year I was also delighted to release the 
new edition of our textbooks for Earth and 
Environmental Science (EES) students. As 
facilitator of a wonderful network of EES 
teachers I have had the opportunity to really 
tailor these books to the needs of our 
students and teachers. Feedback and sales 
have already been very promising with 

sales starting to 
be made in the 
eastern states. 

None of this is 
possible without 
the tireless 
efforts of a team. 
Thank you once 
again must go to 
our sponsors, 
volunteers and 
Board for 
making all of this 
possible. Most of 
all my thanks go 
to Julia Ferguson. Julia’s tireless passion 
for earth sciences, optimism and pragmatic 
approach have led to her being a much 
loved member of the West Australian (and 
increasingly Australian) education 
community.  

With Julia’s retirement in October 2017 we 
are faced with the exciting prospect of 
finding a new team member. With a great 
number of passionate earth sciences 
educators showing interest in the role 
already we are sure to add someone 
wonderful to our team. I look forward to 
introducing you all to our new team member 
as well as to unveiling some exciting new 
initiatives that are currently in the pipeline. 

2017/18 promises to be a busy year for 
earth sciences and STEM education and I, 
for one, am incredibly excited about all of 
the possibilities. 

Jo Watkins 
Chief Executive Officer 

Earth Science Western Australia
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EXECUTIVE, BOARD, 
PATRON AND STAFF 
Board Executive as at 30 June 2017

Earth Science Western Australia is led by 
an Executive team. This team is led by an 
independent Chair and comprises 
nominated representatives from the Board. 

Professor Peter Moore 
Chair 
Independent 

Mark Thompson 
Deputy Chair 
Woodside Energy Ltd 

Joy Cicchini 
Secretary 
Schools Curriculum and Standards 
Authority 

Tom Rayner succeeded by 
Omesh Motiwalla 
Treasurer 
Deloitte 

Meryl Jones 
Executive Member 
Independent 

The Executive meets in the weeks leading 
up to Board meetings. 

Board Members as at 30 June 2017

Earth Science Western Australia is 
governed by a Board. The Board is led by 
the Executive members and comprises of 
members nominated by key stakeholder 
groups, and independent expert members. 
The Board members bring diverse 
professional experience and expertise. 

They also bring specialist expertise across 
all aspects of ESWA’s operations. 
The Board met four times from 1 July 2016 
to 30 June 2017 to steer and monitor 
ESWA’s strategic direction and financial 
and overall performance.  

Steve Appleyard – Department of 
Environmental Regulation 
Alex Bevan - WA Museum 
Catherine Biss – ConocoPhillips Australia 
Alan Brien - Scitech 
John Clarke – Science Teachers’ 
Association of Western Australia 
Ryan Noble – CSIRO 
Rick Rogerson – Department of Mines 
and Petroleum (WA)  
Wayne Spilsbury – Australian Institute of 
Geoscientists
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Patron 

Our co-founder and long term Chair, Dr Jim Ross, is official patron of ESWA.

 
     Staff as at 30 June 2017 

Jo Watkins, Chief Executive Officer, responsible for Years 7-12 engagement, project         
management, communications and operations. 

Julia Ferguson, Earth and Environmental Science Education Consultant, responsible for 
Kindergarten to Year 10 engagement, the Woodside Australian Science Project and the Primary 
Australian Literacy Mathematics and Science Program. 

 

 
Primary teachers and Science Specialists conducting their very own scientific investigation 

7



 

 

EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA                                                                                     Annual Report 2016/17 

 

SUPPORTERS 
As at 30 June 2017 

Platinum Gold 
Chamber of Minerals & Energy of WA  AusIMM  
Chevron Australia  Australian Geoscience Council 
ConocoPhillips Australia Australian Institute of Energy 
CSIRO  BP Developments Australia Pty Ltd  
Curtin University  Carnarvon Petroleum Ltd  
Shell Development (Australia) Pty Ltd  Minerals Research Institute of WA  
Woodside Energy Ltd  Sandfire Resources NL 
  
Silver Bronze 
Alkane Resources Ltd  Australian Institute of Geoscientists  
AngloGold Ashanti Australian Society of Exploration Geophysicists 
Geoconferences (WA) Inc Finder Exploration  
Peter Moore Geological Society of Australia  
 Jim Ross  
In-Kind PESA 
Digirock Pty Ltd SRK Consulting  
Geological Survey of WA  Total E & P Australia 
Portable XRF Services Western Mining Services  
Scitech  Whythenshawe Pty Ltd  
STAWA   
Western Australian Museum   
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A TRIBUTE TO  
JULIA FERGUSON 
In October of 2017 we farewell Julia Ferguson. 
Julia started with ESWA more than ten years 
ago and during this time she has changed the 
face of earth sciences education in WA.  

Her commitment to and passion for earth 
sciences education is unparalleled and through 
her work with ESWA she has achieved so much. 

To name just a few of the many teacher 
resources she has created in this time; 

• Earth and Beyond resources packages 
for Years 8-10 (2007-2010) 

• Geological excursion guides – including 
‘Gifts from the Earth’ (a walking tour of 
Fremantle) 

• Resource kits including the popular 
‘Crystals and Minerals’ and ‘Fossils’ 
found in loan pools across the State 

• Woodside Australian Science Project 
packages for Years 4-10 (2012-2017) 

• Primary Australian Literacy Mathematics 
and Science Program packages for 
Kindergarten to Year 5 (2014-2017) 

During this time she engaged with more than 
25,000 students during incursions and 
excursions and 5,500     teachers through 
incursions and teacher training! 

The Board of ESWA would like to thank Julia for 
her incredible contributions. 

   

 Julia working with primary students and training teachers, two of many such photos 
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OPERATIONS 
Strongly Supporting the Teaching of Earth and 
Environmental Science in our Primary and Secondary 
Schools  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at Trinity College examine earthquake proofing                  St Emilies students conducting rock testing 

 

Teaching and Learning Resources 

A vast array of resources available at  
www.earthsciencewa.com.au 

Over 6,000 users 
More than 27,000 page views 

Averaging two minutes per visit 
From Australia, the US and the UK 

 

 

Comparison data for previous years, includes 6 months of this period 

More than 
410 

schools 
supported 
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Schools Engaging with ESWA 

“How on Earth would we 
teachers have been able to 
deliver the Earth Science 

curriculum we did if it 
wasn’t for the incredible 

resources…” 
Teacher 
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Professional Development for Teachers 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Earth and 
Environmental 
Science teachers’ 
laboratory training 

 

Hands-on teacher 
training for 

Chevron’s Powering 
Careers in Energy  

Hands-On Incursions for Students  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 
1,700 

teachers 
supported 

Incursions 
for over 4,500 

students* 

Educators Engaging with ESWA 

Comparison data for previous years, includes 6 months of this period 
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Comparison data for previous years, includes 6 months of this period 

11



EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA              Annual Report 2016/17 

Field Experiences for Students through Funding, Expertise 
and Field Guides  

Field trip support funding for 3 schools 

18 schools supported to plan and run field trips 

30 copies of ‘A Field Guide to Perth and 
Surrounds’ distributed 

13 copies of ‘A Geological Field Guide to the 
Capes Region of Southwest WA’ distributed 

416 copies of ‘Exploring Earth and 
Environmental Science, Year 11’ distributed 

251 copies of ‘Exploring Earth and 
Environmental Science, Year 12’ distributed

Planning and Running Earth and Environmental Science 
Related Events  

GET INTO RESOURCES 
Over 350 Year 10 students from across WA attended this hands-on careers event, supported by 
ESWA. 

EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE REVISION SEMINARS 
Year 12 EES students from across the state attended revision seminars run by ESWA across three 
days. 

CME INSPIRING GIRLS CAREER SEMINAR 
Our CEO once again MC’d the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of WA’s Inspiring Girls event. 

REGIONAL AND REMOTE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
With the School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE) we ran hands-on activities for students. 

Connecting Volunteer Professionals with Schools as Guest 
Speakers  
A list of over 30 volunteers received information about events and guest speaking spots at schools 
across the year. 

“I want to thank you so very 
much, I absolutely loved the 

presentation and the 
wonderful resources we 

received.” 
Teacher workshop participant 

“Thank you for coming to 
____ and teaching us more 

about science it was a 
pleasure meeting you.”  

Year 4 student 
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WOODSIDE AUSTRALIAN 
SCIENCE PROJECT (WASP) 
An initiative supported by Woodside and ESWA since 2012 
The Woodside Australian Science Project (WASP) produces support packages for the Earth Sciences 
component of the Australian Curriculum, for Years 4 - 12. These packages are full of hands-on activities 
for students, with teacher support materials. Each package is trialled within a variety of classroom 
environments, and once packages are released professional development sessions and hands-on 
incursions are made available to schools, free of charge. 

Resources Released  

• Updates to the Year 7 and 8 WASP 
packages 

• Posters for Years 4-6 

Professional Development for Teachers  

 
Classroom Trials and Presentations  

 

More than 800 
teachers provided 

with training  

Presentations to more 
than 800 students  

Professional development workshop for laboratory technicians  

Students at Bayswater PS enjoy soils activities  
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Teaching and Learning Resources 

Resources are available at www.wasp.edu.au  

More than 3,500 users 
More than 6,600 page views 

Email subscriptions reached over 2,000 
10,538 downloads of the app for iPad 
368,000 animation views via YouTube 

Events 

CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (CONASTA) 

The 2016 edition of CONASTA was hosted in Brisbane with educators delighting in the 
WASP 7-10 and WASP 4-6 workshops. Many of the conference delegates also visited our 
booth over the course of three days..  

STEM in SCHOOLS  

In 2016 Woodside started their STEM in Schools 
program and we were delighted to assist. This 
program is designed to enable their best asset, their 
employees, to visit schools to inspire students to 
consider careers in STEM fields. Working with the 
team at Woodside we provided feedback on the 
lessons. So far we have provided training for more 
than 300 staff members on how to work with 
schools and students effectively. In its first year this 
program visited 200 classes engaging 5000 
students across 50 schools.  

Karratha based Woodside staff engaging in hands-on training  

Breaking news… Woodside won the World 
Petroleum Council Award for STEM outreach in July 

2017 
They referenced their work with ESWA as an important part of what they do  
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PRIMARY AUSTRALIAN 
LITERACY MATHEMATICS 
AND SCIENCE PROGRAM 
(PALMS) 
ConocoPhillips and ESWA supporting earth science 
education since 2014 

The Primary Australian Literacy Mathematics & Science (PALMS) Program aims to enrich 
and support the teaching of earth sciences from Kindergarten to Year 5 across Australia. 
This will be achieved by providing, within the mandated Earth and Space Science 
curriculum, hands-on activities integrating aspects of Chemical Science, Physical Sciences 
and Biological Sciences as well as relevant components of English, Mathematics and other 
subjects into teaching packages that can be easily accessed by teachers of Kindergarten to 
Year 5. Packages of materials are to be supported with teacher training and hands-on 
incursions, free of charge. 

Packages Released 

Year 4 – Earth’s Surface    Year 5 – Solar System 

Professional Development for Teachers  

 

More than 400 
teachers provided with 

training and support 

Teachers engaging in an official PALMS workshop  
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Classroom Trials 

        
 

Teaching and Learning Resources 

Resources are available at www.palms.edu.au 
More than 1,100 users 

4,863 page views 
366 email subscriptions  

Events 

PRIMARY SCIENCE TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 

We were pleased to present a popular workshop at the 2016 Primary Science Teachers’ 
Conference, run in parallel with the Conference of the Science Teachers Association of WA 
(CONSTAWA) for High School teachers.  

 

 

 

 

Hands-on activity 
trials with more 

than 100 students  

Science process with students from Wyalkatchem DHS  

Workshop at the Primary Science Teachers’ Conference 
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KALGOORLIE 
OUTREACH  
Supported by the Minerals Research Institute of 
Western Australia (MRIWA) since 2016 

Members of an advisory committee for the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia 
(MRIWA) have kindly donated their sitting fees in order to provide targeted support for both 
primary and high schools in the Kalgoorlie region. This support will enable visits by ESWA 
staff to run hands-on incursions for students targeted at year groups from Kindergarten to 
Year 12, free professional development to teaching staff (using the WASP and PALMS 
materials), ongoing support of teachers in the region via email and phone contact, and 
donation of physical resources to schools to assist with the teaching of this subject. 

Professional Development for Teachers  

  

 

 

 

 
Classroom Presentations 

 

 

Training and support 
for 23 educators 

Presentations to more 
than 260 students  

Training and kits 
provided to 
teachers – 
pictures of 
O’Connor 

Primary students 
using their kit 

John Paul College students out in the field 

17



 

 

EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA                                                                                     Annual Report 2016/17 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 
ESWA’s first class list of sponsors and program partners along with excellent 
governance have continued to create an organisation with a healthy cash balance and 
a track record of spending every dollar effectively in the support of the teaching of 
earth and environmental sciences in WA. 

 

As the incoming Treasurer since July 2017, 
I do not wish to make a detailed 
assessment of the activities of the 2016/17 
financial year. I would like to acknowledge 
the efforts of Tom Rayner, my predecessor, 
who did an excellent job over the 12 months 
in working with Jo Watkins on achieving the 
following financial objectives: 

• The use of Xero was further embedded, 
resulting in significant efficiencies for 
the ESWA team 

• The cost of service was analysed to 
identify areas of potential over-servicing  

• We moved to a rolling 18 month budget 
broken down by quarter to allow for a 
useful comparison of planned vs actual 
expenditure at quarterly Board 
meetings. 

ESWA’s cash position remains strong with 
nearly $600k of cash at the end of the 
financial year. The new ESWA strategy may 
require some of these funds be invested in 
expansion of ESWA’s programs and 

ultimately better earth sciences education in 
Western Australia. 

The increase in trade creditors at 30 June 
2017 from the previous year represents a 
timing difference only and these creditors 
were paid post year. 

The recognition of an income in advance 
liability represents a change in accounting 
policy from the previous year. This balance 
represents monies received in the FY17 
financial year that will be spent in relation to 
FY18 education programs. It is a more 
accurate recognition of the matching 
principle.  

I look forward to working with the Board on 
my key areas of focus for 2017/18: 

• Support Jo as best as possible. Our 
staff is our key asset and every 
moment we can free up can be used to 
grow, care for our sponsors and most 
importantly, support the teaching of 
earth and environmental sciences in 
WA. 

• Support the strategy setting and risk 
management initiatives to set up ESWA 
for success tomorrow. 

Omesh Motiwalla, FCA 
Treasurer 
Earth Science Western Australia 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Oil and Gas Industry
70%

Professional Bodies
15%

Universities & 
Government

8%

Minerals Industry
5% Individuals

2%

Funding by Sector

General Projects
41%

WASP
42%

PALMS
14%

Kalgoorlie 
Engagement

3%

Funding by Projects
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT

For the year ended 30 June 2017
$ 30/06/2016

Income

PALMS Sponsorship 50,000.00 25,000.00

WASP Sponsorship 163,000.00 70,500.00

Other Sponsorship 164,663.33 143,239.90

Books and Guides Sales 29,491.08 24,892.13
Interest 2,350.57 5,107.86

Other Income 584.13 121.93

Total Income 410,089.11 268,861.82

Expenditure

Administration Expenses 121,342.58 156,412.28

Books & Guides Cost of Sales 17,563.53 16,945.76

Bank Fees & Charges 20.00 0.00

Depreciation 314.73 421.32
PALMS Expenses 85,842.49 56,357.47

Sundry Expenses 112.59 298.81

MRIWA Expenses 8,292.90 0.00
WASP Expenses 182,562.42 144,907.00

Total Expenditure 416,051.24 375,342.64

Surplus for the year -$5,962.13 -$106,480.82

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

BALANCE SHEET

As at 30 June 2017
$ 30/06/2016

Current Assets

Cash at Bank 595,364.75 557,652.57

Cash on Hand 0.00 0.00

Trade Debtors 67,579.06 85,826.05

Inventory 28,172.95 13,121.01
Sundry Debtor 730.49 0.00

Total Current Assets 691,847.25 656,599.63

Non - Current Assets
Computer Equipment - at cost 1,404.39 1,404.39

Less: Accumulated Depreciation -1,404.39 -1,089.66

Total Non - Current Assets 0.00 314.73

Total Assets 691,847.25 656,914.36

Current Liabilities

Trade Creditors 50,196.05 0.00
Credit Card 2,713.47 2,542.38

Income in Advance 141,500.00 145,000.00
GST Payable 1,288.70 7,260.82

Total Current Liabilities 195,698.22 154,803.20

Total Net Assets $496,149.03 $502,111.16

Members' Funds

Accumulated Surplus Brought Forward 502,111.16 608,591.98
Surplus for the Year -5,962.13 -106,480.82

Total Members' Funds $496,149.03 $502,111.16

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW

For the year ended 30 June 2017

$ 30/06/2016

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Receipts from operations 422,485.53 379,158.80

Payments to suppliers and employees -387,123.92 -395,038.14

Interest received 2,350.57 5,107.86

NET CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 37,712.18 -10,771.48

Purchase of Assets 0.00 0.00

37,712.18 -10,771.48

Cash Brought Forward 557,652.57 568,424.05

Cash Carrired Forward $595,364.75 $557,652.57

Reconciliation of Net Cash Flow from Operating Activities

Operating Profit -5,962.13 38,519.18
Depreciation 314.73 421.32

Changes in:

Trade Debtors 18,246.99 -29,595.16

Inventory -15,051.94 10,338.93

Sundry Debtor -730.49 6,599.77

Trade Creditors 50,196.05 -24,081.22

Credit Card 171.09 -2,149.77
Income in Advance -3,500.00 0.00

GST Payable -5,972.12 -10,824.53

Net Cash from Operating Activities $37,712.18 -$10,771.48

The accompanying notes form part of these Financial Statements
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

STATEMENT OF CHANGES TO  EQUITY

As at 30 June 2017

Accumulated
Funds

$
Balance as at 30 June 2015 608,591.98

Surplus for the year -106,480.82

Balance as at 30 June 2016 502,111.16

Deficit for the year -5,962.13

Balance as at 30 June 2017 $496,149.03
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 June 2017 

NOTE 1:  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act WA. and other applicable Australian Accounting Policies. 
The Board has determined that the association is not a reporting entity. 

The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not 
take into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-
current assets. 

The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous year unless stated 
otherwise, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 

a. Income Tax

The association is exempt from Income Tax.

b. Property, Plant and Equipment (PPE)

PPE are carried at cost less, where applicable, any accumulated depreciation.

The depreciable amount of all PPE is depreciated over the useful lives of the assets to the association
commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use.

Assets below $1000 are written off in the year of expenditure.

c. Impairment of Assets

At the end of each reporting year, the Board reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible and
intangible assets to determine whether there is any indication that those assets have been impaired. If
such an indication exists, an impairment test is carried out on the asset by comparing the recoverable
amount of the asset, being the higher of the asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use, the
asset’s carrying amount. Any excess of the asset’s carrying amount over its recoverable amount is
recognised in the Income and expenditure statement.

d. Provisions

Provisions are recognised when the association has a legal or constructive obligation, as a result of
past events, for which it is probable that an outflow of economic benefits will result and that outflow
can be reliably measured.  Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to
settle the obligation at the end of the reporting year.

e. Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other short-
term highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less.

f. Revenue and Other Income

Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable after taking into
account any trade discounts and volume rebates allowed. For this purpose, deferred consideration is
not discounted to present values when recognising revenue. Subscription Income is taken into
account when received by the association.

Interest revenue is recognised on receipt.

Sponsorship Income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds which is generally at
the time of receipt. For this year and future years if the income is to cover expenditure in the following
year the income will be carried forward to the following year. The comparative figures have been
amended to take into account the change in policy resulting in $145000 income in advance in 2016

All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST).
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 June 2017 
 
NOTE 1:  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 
 
g. Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
 Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount 

of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).  Receivables and 
payables are stated inclusive of the amount of GST receivable or payable. The net amount of GST 
recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is included with other receivables or payables in the balance 
sheet. 

h. Accounts Payable and Other Payables 
 Accounts payable and other payables represent the liability outstanding at the end of the reporting 

year for goods and services received by the association during the reporting year that remain unpaid.  
The balance is recognised as a current liability with the amounts normally paid within 30 days of 
recognition of the liability. 

 
 

26



EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

The Board have determined that the association is not a reporting entity. 

The Board have determined that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in accordance with the 
accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the financial statements. 

In the opinion of the Board the attached financial report: 

1. Presents fairly the financial position of Earth Science Western Australia Inc. as at 30 June 2017 and
its performance for the year ended on that date.

2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that Earth Science Western
Australia Inc. will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on behalf of the 
Board by: 

Chairman 

................................. 

Dated this  day of September 2017 17th
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7 September 2017 

Ray Woolley Pty Ltd 
!7 Russley Grove 
Yanchep
WA 6035 

Dear Sir 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the financial report of Earth Science 
Western Australia Inc. for the year ended 30 June 2017, for the purpose of your expressing an opinion as to 
whether the financial report is, in all material respects, presented fairly in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards as presented in the financial report (including the Australian Accounting Interpretations) 
and the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act WA. and other applicable Australian Accounting 
Policies. 
We acknowledge our responsibility for ensuring that the financial report is in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards as presented in the financial report (including Australian Accounting Interpretations) and 
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act WA. and other applicable Australian Accounting 
Policies and confirm that the financial report is free of material misstatements, including omissions. 

We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, the following representations made to you during your 
audit. 

1. We have provided you with:
(a) access to all information, of which we are aware, that is relevant to the preparation of the

financial report. Such as, records, documentation and other matters;
(b) additional information that you have requested from us for the purpose of the audit; and
(c) unrestricted access to persons within the entity from whom you determined it necessary to

obtain audit evidence.
2. All transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected in the financial report.
3. We have disclosed to you:

(a) the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial report may be materially misstated
as a result of fraud.

(b) all information in relation to fraud or suspected fraud that we are aware of and that effects the
entity and involves:
• management;
• employees who have significant roles in internal control; or
• others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial report.

(c) all information in relation to allegations of fraud, or suspected fraud, affecting the entity’s
financial report communicated by employees, former employees, analysts, regulators or
others.

(d) all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance with laws and regulations
whose effects should be considered when preparing the financial report.

(e) the identity of the entity’s related parties and al the related party relationships and transactions
of which we are aware.

4. We have provided you with all requested information explanations and assistance for the purposes of the
audit.

5. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design and implementation of internal control to prevent and
detect error. We have established and maintained adequate internal control to facilitate the preparation
of a reliable financial report, and adequate financial records have been maintained. There are no
material transactions that have not been properly recorded in the accounting records underlying the
financial report.

6. We have no plans or intentions that may materially affect the carrying values, or classification, of assets
and liabilities.

7. We have considered the requirements of AASB 136, “Impairment of Assets”, when assessing the
impairment of assets and in ensuring that no assets are stated in excess of their recoverable amount.

8. The following have been properly recorded and/or disclosed in the financial report:
(a) related party transactions and related amounts receivable or payable, including sales, purchases,

loans, transfers, leasing arrangements and guarantees (written or oral);
(b) share options, warrants, conversions or other requirements;
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(c) arrangements involving restrictions on cash balances, compensating balances and line-of-credit or
similar arrangements;

(d) agreements to repurchase assets previously sold;
(e) material liabilities or contingent liabilities or assets including those arising under derivative financial

instruments;
(f) unasserted claims or assessments that our lawyer has advised us are probable of assertion; and
(g) losses arising from the fulfilment of, or an inability to fulfil, any sale commitments or as a result of

purchase commitments for inventory quantities in excess of normal requirements or at prices in
excess of prevailing market prices.

9. There are no violations or possible violations of laws or regulations whose effects should be considered
for disclosure in the financial report or as a basis for recording an expense.

10. The entity has satisfactory title to all assets, and there are no liens or encumbrances on such assets nor
has any asset been pledged as collateral. Allowance for depreciation has been adjusted for all important
items of property, plant and equipment that have been abandoned or are otherwise unusable.

11. The entity has complied with all aspects of contractual agreements that would have a material effect on
the financial report in the event of non-compliance.

12. There were no material commitments for construction or acquisition of property, plant and equipment or
to acquire other non-current assets, such as investments or intangibles, other than those disclosed in the
financial report.

13. All events subsequent to the date of the financial report and for which Australian Accounting Standards
require adjustment or disclosure have been adjusted or disclosed in the financial report.

Environmental Matters 

14. There are no violations or possible violation of laws or regulations where effects should be considered
for disclosure in the financial report or as a basis for recording an expense.

We understand that your examination was made in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards and was, 
therefore, designed primarily for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial report of the entity 
taken as a whole, and that your tests of the financial records and other auditing procedures were limited to 
those which you considered necessary for that purpose. 

Chairperson ……………… 

Treasurer…………………………..



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
INC. 
Opinion 
We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of Earth Science Western 
Australia Inc. (the association), which comprises the board’s report, the balance sheet and statement of changes to 
equity as at 30 June 2017, the income and expenditure statement and the statement of cash flows for the year then 
ended and notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information, and the 
statement by members of the Board.    
In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Earth Science Western 
Australia Inc. as at 30 June 2017 and its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance with the 
accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements, and the requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act of WA. and other appropriate Australian Accounting Standards. 
Basis of Opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those standards 
are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our report. We are 
independent of the association in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical 
Standards Board’s APES 110: Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of 
the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Emphasis of Matter – Basis of Accounting 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial report has 
been prepared to assist the association to meet the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act of WA and the 
Australian Charities and other appropriate Australian Accounting Standards. As a result, the financial report may not be 
suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

Board’s Responsibility for the Financial Report 
The board of Earth Science Western Australia Inc. is responsible for the preparation of the financial report, and has 
determined that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 is appropriate to meet the requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act of WA and other appropriate Australian Accounting Standards and is appropriate to meet the needs of 
the members. The board’s responsibility also includes such internal control as the board determines is necessary to 
enable the preparation of a financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
In preparing the financial report, the board is responsible for assessing the association’s ability to continue as a going 
concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting 
unless the board either intends to liquidate the incorporation or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to 
do so. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable 
assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian 
Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error 
and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
INC. 

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and maintain 
professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

- Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error,
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

- Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
association’s internal control.

- Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates
and related disclosures made by the board.

- Conclude on the appropriateness of the board’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on
the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may
cast significant doubt on the association’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures
in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are
based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or
conditions may cause the association to cease to continue as a going concern.

We communicate with the board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and 
significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

Ray Woolley Pty Ltd 

Ray Woolley 
Registered Auditor No 16396 
7 September 2017 

17 Russley Grove 
Yanchep WA 6035
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EARTH SCIENCE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 1130, Bentley WA 6102 

(08) 6436 8685
info@earthsciencewa.com.au 
www.earthsciencewa.com.au 
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