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HONOURABLE 
MENTION

HOW WE MET
BHP played a crucial role in the strengthening of ESWA’s 
capacity and reach. In 2007, BHP funded employment of a 
second education officer to commence strengthening of  
Earth Science teaching in lower secondary and upper primary 
schools through the Earth Science Across Western Australia 
(ESAWA) initiative.

RESOURCES
Through the ESAWA initiative our first comprehensive 
teaching resource packages were created, for the 
teaching of the Western Australian Earth and Beyond 
curriculum, for Years 8-10. Field guides were also 
developed, including a walking tour of Fremantle 
exploring the geology and history of the area.

During the period 2007 to 2013, we engaged more 
than 17,000 students in hands-on incursions and 
nearly 2,000 teachers in professional development and 
classroom incursions under this program.

EXAMINING FOSSILS IN THE FLAGSTONES OF THE 
FREMANTLE MUSEUM WITH LABORATORY TECHNICIANS

BHP 
AND ESWA
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NSW EES 
SUPPORT

AL NOORI MUSLIM SCHOOL 

STUDENTS FROM PLC PARTICIPATE 
IN VOLCANIC EXPERIMENTS

Since 2018, ESWA has worked with the Gold Industry 
Group to enhance and enrich their education programs. 
This has included the development of Science materials for 
their website and assisting them with the development of 
their National Gold Education Program. Over this time, it 
was determined that both organisations wished to support 
the development and growth of Earth and Environmental 
Science education in New South Wales.

In 2020, the Gold Industry Group became the major 
supporter of the NSW EES Support program, which has 
commenced working with schools delivering the Year 11 and 
12 Earth and Environmental Science course. The program 
aims to develop free local, contextual resources, provide 
educator training and mentoring, and engage with students 
and industry. 

During its first twelve months of operations, we have 
achieved the following:

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

TRAINING AND MENTORING FOR 

IN CLASS AND ONLINE 
INCURSIONS FOR 

INCLUDING STUDENT ACTIVITIES, 
VIDEOS AND BLOG POSTS

THE HIRING OF A HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED EDUCATION OFFICER

194 NEW AND ADAPTED 
TEACHING RESOURCES 

445 TEACHERS

923 STUDENTS

GOLD INDUSTRY 
GROUP 

AND ESWA
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WHAT IS ON 
OUR HORIZON
In 2020, our new Australian Earth Science Education 
(AusEarthEd) branding and website  was launched, to reflect 
the growth of our support for earth science and STEM 
education across Australia. Teachers and students can now 
access our wide array of resources and support, based on the 
state or territory they live in. This has already allowed us to 
increase access to tailor-made resources for areas in which we 
operate, like WA and NSW, and will allow growth of this style 
of support into other areas, like the NT.

We have also increased our other online offerings, by creating 
videos of a number of our hands-on activities that can 
be conducted almost anywhere and blog posts providing 
supporting information and links to relevant resources.

We are excited about continuing to grow our offerings for all 
of Australia.

RESOURCES
	EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
	EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE
	STEM
Hands-on activities that can be conducted anywhere on 
the AusEarthEd YouTube channel.

Posts that provide background information and links to 
great resources for our video topics, and more, can be 
found on the AusEarthEd blogspot.
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https://ausearthed.com.au
https://ausearthed.com.au/earth-enviro-science/
https://ausearthed.com.au/earth-space-science/
https://ausearthed.com.au/stem/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIq_yF8pnS1cq_QJExfHVg/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://ausearthed.blogspot.com


OUR FUTURE 
TOGETHER

I never could have guessed that when we set out to produce a 
book to celebrate 15 years of operations that the 2020 portion 
of it would be so very different to what we had planned. Then 
again, I would have been very surprised (but equally delighted) 
had I had a glimpse into the future to see this book when I took 
a job with ESWA early in 2011.

I hope that each and every contributor to this story (sponsors, 
staff, Board members, collaborators and more, both past and 
present) feel as proud as I do of what ESWA has achieved over 
this 15-year stretch. 

JOANNE WATKINS

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS, ESWA 
HAS BECOME TRULY EMBEDDED IN THE 
EDUCATION, GEOSCIENCE AND RESOURCES 
SECTORS IN WA, CREATING AND DEVELOPING 
RELATIONSHIPS AND GROWING THE PROFILE 
OF EARTH SCIENCES.

The move to an Australian curriculum enabled us to reach a 
much broader audience, across the country, through programs 
like WASP and PALMS, and it is truly wonderful to see this 
grow with our work in NSW and the NT. As an organisation 
we look forward to continuing to innovate and to develop 
new partnerships, to meet the changing needs of everyone in 
this space. 

Please keep an eye out for more from AusEarthEd as we 
remember our Western Australian roots.

Joanne Watkins 

ESWA CEO (2015-)  
ESWA Executive Officer (2011-2014)
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Use of this book

You are free to copy, communicate and adapt this book provided 
that on any copy, communication or adaptation you attribute 
Earth Science Western Australia Inc. using the following statement: 
“Copied from Earth Science Western Australia 15 Year Celebration” 
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In this book, ‘Earth Science Western Australia’ and ‘ESWA’ each 
mean Earth Science Western Australia Inc.
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ceo@ausearthed.com.au

www.ausearthed.com.au
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